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Worship with us this weekend!
Laguna Woods (LW) Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8, 9 and 10:30am
Aliso Viejo (AV) Sun. 9am

Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Matthew 25:14-30

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die!- Dietrich Bonhoeffer
In Matthew 16 we encounter some radical words from Jesus about what it means to be a disciple. We find the same teaching in Mark
and Luke, and it is clear that this teaching comes on the heels of Jesus’ explanation to his disciples of his coming suffering and death at
the hands of the religious leaders.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For
whoever wishes to save his life for My sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will
then repay every man according to his deeds."-Matthew 16:24-27

As we read the other accounts of this teaching in Mark and Luke it becomes clear that this was not only teaching directed to his disciples,
but it was teaching also directed to the crowd. Thus, this message is not only an exhortation to His followers, but is also an evangelism
message to those who have not repented and believed. In that vein, this radical message is seen as even more bold. In effect, Jesus says
this is the path | will take as the Messiah, and if you are truly my disciples you will follow suit. Just as |, Jesus, am going to the cross to die,
so you too are called to die.

For those of us who are disciples how do we hear this message of Jesus? Surely, the disciples listening to Jesus at the moment of this
teaching 2000 years ago had not been counting on a path that would lead to suffering and self-denial. They not only wanted to follow a
glorious Messiah, but they wanted a piece of the glory in the process. For them it meant letting go of family commitments, their trades,
their social standing , etc. For the rich young ruler it meant being willing to let go of his material possessions which had clearly become
his source of comfort and security, and was his god. So, what does it mean for us today? What must we die to? What are we led
by-God’s will or our own? What are we living for-our perceived happiness here on earth or eternal reward in God'’s kingdom?
In Christ, Pastor Jamin

Special Announcement — Welcome to Sherri Putney, our new church Publicist (replaced Carolyn Kouracos)! She is working part time @
LW creating our Worship Bulletins and Newsletters. Please send email to: sherri@lcotc.org

Upcoming Events:

- Work Day THIS Saturday: 8am both campuses (AV especially needs help w/gardening-weeding, trash pick-up and cleaning. Thanks!)

- Healing Prayer Service THIS Sunday: 5pm LW

- Family Fellowship Beach Event: August 20, 6pm Potluck Dinner @ Treasure Island/Montage Beach (30801 S PCH, Laguna Bch 92651)

- GIFT GALA business or sponsorship listing deadline is August 20; email Karen Nelson karennelson@cox.net or call Eva Saltonstall
760-333-8793

- Bell & Chime Choir Workshop Saturday: August 21, 9-11am @ LW Library for high school-adult; call Marcia Lantz 949-525-0738

- Pastor Ron Shumaker’s Memorial Service: August 22, 11:45am @ LW

- New Member Class: August 22, 3-4:30pm @ LW

- Angel Food Ministries: Order deadline August 22

- Summer Bible Study-Fruit of the Spirit: Sundays: 9am @ LW and 10:30am @ AV; Wednesdays: 10am and 6:15pm @ LW (child care
provided)

- Children’s Ministry End of Summer Luau: August 25, 6:15-7:45pm @ LW; Contact Kim Butz kim@Icotc.org

- Mission ImPossible: August 28, 6pm @ LW Celebrating (w/MX dinner) the new Miracle Ranch girl’s dorm, African missions & exciting -
Red Cross Blood Drive: August 29, 7am-1pm @ LW

- Beach Baptism Celebration/ Worship Service & BBQ-POTLUCK: August 29 @ Salt Creek Beach 4pm. Call Pastor John 389-0300 if
interested

August newsletter is now on our website: www.lcotc.org Thank you Kim Deichmann!
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