s/», Gospel of Mark Bible Study
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Tuesday 6am @LW — Tuesday 5:15pm @AV
Wednesday 10am & 6:15pm @LW

| Sunday 10:30am @AV

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand - Mark 8:1-13 Life Application Notes

8:1ff This is a different miracle from the feeding of the 5,000 described in Mark 6. At that time, those fed were
mostly Jews. This time Jesus was ministering to a non-Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Decapolis.
Jesus' actions and message were beginning to have an impact on large numbers of Gentiles. That Jesus would
compassionately minister to non-Jews was very reassuring to Mark's primarily Roman audience.
8:1-3 Do you ever feel that God is so busy with important concerns that he can't possibly be aware of your
needs? Just as Jesus was concerned about these people's need for food, he is concerned about our daily needs.
At another time Jesus said, "So do not worry, saying, "What shall we eat?' or '"What shall we drink?' or "What
shall we wear?' . . . your heavenly Father knows that you need them" (Matthew 6:31-32). Do you have concerns
that you think would not interest God? There is nothing too large for him to handle and no need too small to
escape his interest.
8:11 The Pharisees had tried to explain away Jesus' previous miracles by claiming they were done by luck,
coincidence, or evil power. Here they demanded a sign from heaven-something only God could do. Jesus
refused their demand because he knew that even this kind of miracle would not convince them. They had
already decided not to believe. Hearts can become so hard that even the most convincing facts and
demonstrations will not change them.
Study Questions:

1. Why did Jesus call the disciples to Him? (8:1-3)

2. How did Jesus involve His disciples in this problem? (8:5-8)

3. What can we learn from Jesus' attitude and actions toward the crowds that followed Him?

4. How can you become a more compassionate person?

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod - Mark 8:14-21 Life Application Notes
8:15 Mark mentions the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod, while Matthew talks about the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees. Mark's audience, mostly non-Jews, would have known about Herod, but not necessarily about
the Jewish religious sect of the Sadducees. Thus Mark quoted the part of Jesus' statement that his readers would
understand. This reference to Herod may mean the Herodians, a group of Jews who supported the king. Many
Herodians were also Sadducees.
8:15ff Yeast in this passage symbolizes evil. Just as only a small amount of yeast is needed to make a batch of
bread rise, so the hardheartedness of the religious and political leaders could permeate and contaminate the
entire society and make it rise up against Jesus.
8:17-18 How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus' miracles and yet be so slow to comprehend who
he was? They had already seen Jesus feed over 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish (Mark 6:35-44), yet
here they doubted whether he could feed another large group.
Sometimes we are also slow to catch on. Although Christ has brought us through trials and temptations in the
past, we don't believe that he will do it in the future. Is your heart too closed to take in all that God can do for
you? Don't be like the disciples. Remember what Christ has done, and have faith that he will do it again.
Study Questions:

1. What did Jesus warn His disciples against? (8:15)

2. Why couldn't the disciples understand what Jesus said? (8:17-18)

3. Why was Jesus amazed at His disciples? (8:17-21)

4. What passages or ideas from the Bible have you struggled to understand?

The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida - Mark 8:22-26 Life Application Notes
8:25 Why did Jesus touch the man a second time before he could see? This miracle was not too difficult for
Jesus, but he chose to do it in stages, possibly to show the disciples that some healing would be gradual rather




than instantaneous or to demonstrate that spiritual truth is not always perceived clearly at first. Before Jesus left,
however, the man was healed completely.

1. How did Jesus heal the blind man? (8:23-25)

2. What did Jesus urge the man to do after he was healed? (8:26)

3. Whom do you know who has been changed by Jesus but now needs a "second touch" in his or her life?

Peter's Confession of Christ - Mark 8:27-30 Life Application Notes

8:27 Caesarea Philippi was an especially pagan city known for its worship of Greek gods and its temples
devoted to the ancient god Pan. The ruler Philip, referred to in Mark 6:17, changed the city's name from
Caesarea to Caesarea Philippi so that it would not be confused with the coastal city of Caesarea (Acts 8:40), the
capital of the territory ruled by his brother Herod Antipas. This pagan city where many gods were recognized
was a fitting place for Jesus to ask the disciples to recognize him as the Son of God.

8:28 For the story of John the Baptist, see Mark 1:1-11 and Mark 6:14-29. For the story of Elijah, see 1 Kings
17-20 and 2 Kings 1-2.

8:29 Jesus asked the disciples who other people thought he was; then he asked them the same question. It is not
enough to know what others say about Jesus: you must know, understand, and accept for yourself that he is the
Messiah. You must move from curiosity to commitment, from admiration to adoration.

8:29-31 The name for Jesus, Son of Man, is Jesus' most common title for himself. It comes from Daniel 7:13,
where the Son of Man is a heavenly figure who, in the end times, has authority and power. The name refers to
Jesus as the Messiah, the representative man, the human agent of God who is vindicated by God. In this
passage, Son of Man is linked closely with Peter's confession of Jesus as the Christ and confirms its Messianic
significance.

From this point on, Jesus spoke plainly and directly to his disciples about his death and resurrection. He
began to prepare them for what was going to happen to him by telling them three times that he would soon die
(Mark 8:31; Mark 9:31; Mark 10:33-34).

8:30 Why did Jesus warn his own disciples not to tell anyone the truth about him? Jesus knew they needed more
instruction about the work he would accomplish through his death and resurrection. Without more teaching, the
disciples would have only half the picture. When they confessed Jesus as the Christ, they still didn't know all
that it meant.
Study Questions:

1. What did people theorize about Jesus? (8:27-28)

2. How did the disciples answer Jesus' question? (8:29)

3. Who do you say Jesus is?

Jesus Predicts His Death - Mark 8:31-9:1

8:29 Jesus asked the disciples who other people thought he was; then he asked them the same question. It is not
enough to know what others say about Jesus: you must know, understand, and accept for yourself that he is the
Messiah. You must move from curiosity to commitment, from admiration to adoration.

8:29-31 The name for Jesus, Son of Man, is Jesus' most common title for himself. It comes from Daniel 7:13,
where the Son of Man is a heavenly figure who, in the end times, has authority and power. The name refers to
Jesus as the Messiah, the representative man, the human agent of God who is vindicated by God. In this
passage, Son of Man is linked closely with Peter's confession of Jesus as the Christ and confirms its Messianic
significance.

From this point on, Jesus spoke plainly and directly to his disciples about his death and resurrection. He

began to prepare them for what was going to happen to him by telling them three times that he would soon die
(Mark 8:31; Mark 9:31; Mark 10:33-34).
8:30 Why did Jesus warn his own disciples not to tell anyone the truth about him? Jesus knew they needed more
instruction about the work he would accomplish through his death and resurrection. Without more teaching, the
disciples would have only half the picture. When they confessed Jesus as the Christ, they still didn't know all
that it meant.



8:32-33 In this moment, Peter was not considering God's purposes, but only his own natural human desires and
feelings. Peter wanted Christ to be king, but not the suffering servant prophesied in Isaiah 53. He was ready to
receive the glory of following the Messiah, but not the persecution.

The Christian life is not a paved road to wealth and ease. It often involves hard work, persecution,
deprivation, and deep suffering. Peter saw only part of the picture. Don't repeat his mistake. Instead, focus on
the good that God can bring out of apparent evil, and the resurrection that follows crucifixion.

8:33 Peter was often the spokesman for all the disciples. In singling him out, Jesus may have been addressing
all of them indirectly. Unknowingly, the disciples were trying to prevent Jesus from going to the cross and thus
fulfilling his mission on earth. Satan also tempted Jesus to avoid the way of the cross (Matthew 4). Whereas
Satan's motives were evil, the disciples were motivated by love and admiration for Jesus. Nevertheless, the
disciples' job was not to guide and protect Jesus, but to follow him. Only after Jesus' death and resurrection
would they fully understand why he had to die.
8:34 The Romans, Mark's original audience, knew what taking up the cross meant. Death on a cross was a form
of execution used by Rome for dangerous criminals. A prisoner carried his own cross to the place of execution,
signifying submission to Rome's power.
Jesus used the image of carrying a cross to illustrate the ultimate submission required of his followers. He is not
against pleasure, nor was he saying that we should seek pain needlessly. Jesus was talking about the heroic
effort needed to follow him moment by moment, to do his will even when the work is difficult and the future
looks bleak.
8:35 We should be willing to lose our lives for the sake of the gospel, not because our lives are useless but
because nothing-not even life itself-can compare to what we gain with Christ. Jesus wants us to choose to
follow him rather than to lead a life of sin and self-satisfaction. He wants us to stop trying to control our own
destiny and to let him direct us. This makes good sense because, as the Creator, Christ knows better than we do
what real life is about. He asks for submission, not self-hatred; he asks us only to lose our self-centered
determination to be in charge.
8:36-37 Many people spend all their energy seeking pleasure. Jesus said, however, that a world of pleasure
centered on possessions, position, or power is ultimately worthless. Whatever you have on earth is only
temporary; it cannot be exchanged for your soul. If you work hard at getting what you want, you might
eventually have a "pleasurable" life, but in the end you will find it hollow and empty. Are you willing to make
the pursuit of God more important than the selfish pursuit of pleasure? Follow Jesus, and you will know what it
means to live abundantly now and to have eternal life as well.
8:38 Jesus constantly turns the world's perspective upside down with talk of first and last, saving and losing.
Here he gives us a choice. We can reject Jesus now and be rejected by him at his second coming, or we can
accept him now and be accepted by him then. Rejecting Christ may help us escape shame for the time being, but
it will guarantee an eternity of shame later.
9:1 What did Jesus mean when he said that some of the disciples would see the kingdom of God come with
power? There are several possibilities. He could have been foretelling his transfiguration, resurrection and
ascension, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, or his second coming. The transfiguration is a strong
possibility because Mark immediately tells that story. In the transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8), Peter, James, and
John saw Jesus' glory, identity, and power as the Son of God (2 Peter 1:16).
Study Questions:

1. Who rebuked whom? Why? (8:32-33)

2. What did Jesus want His disciples to do? (8:34-35)

3. Why does Christ ask us to "deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow" Him?

4. How can we make sure we "have in mind the things of God"?

Bible Memory Verses: Then He called the crowd to Him along with His disciples and said: “If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.
Mark 8:34-35



