
 
Gospel of Mark Bible Study   
 Session #10 November 17th – 22nd Mark 9:1 – 9:32 
Tuesday 6am @LW – Tuesday 5:15pm @AV  
Wednesday 10am & 6:15pm @LW   
Sunday 10:30am @AV 
 
 

The Transfiguration - Mark 9:2-13 Life Application Notes 
9:2 We don't know why Jesus singled out Peter, James, and John for this special revelation of his glory and 
purity. Perhaps they were the ones most ready to understand and accept this great truth. These three disciples 
were the inner circle of the group of 12. They were among the first to hear Jesus' call (Mark 1:16-19). They 
headed the Gospel lists of disciples (Mark 3:16). And they were present at certain healings where others were 
excluded (Luke 8:51). 
9:2 Jesus took the disciples to either Mount Hermon or Mount Tabor. A mountain was often associated with 
closeness to God and readiness to receive his words. God had appeared to both Moses (Exodus 24:12-18) and 
Elijah (1 Kings 19:8-18) on mountains. 
9:3ff The transfiguration revealed Christ's divine nature. God's voice exalted Jesus above Moses and Elijah as 
the long-awaited Messiah with full divine authority. Moses represented the law, and Elijah, the prophets. Their 
appearance showed Jesus as the fulfillment of both the Old Testament law and the prophetic promises. 
Jesus was not a reincarnation of Elijah or Moses. He was not merely one of the prophets. As God's only Son, he 
far surpasses them in authority and power. Many voices try to tell us how to live and how to know God 
personally. Some of these are helpful; many are not. We must first listen to the Bible, and then evaluate all other 
authorities in light of God's revelation. 
9:9-10 Jesus told Peter, James, and John not to speak about what they had seen because they would not fully 
understand it until Jesus had risen from the dead. Then they would realize that only through dying could Jesus 
show his power over death and his authority to be King of all. The disciples could not be powerful witnesses for 
God until they had grasped this truth. 
It was natural for the disciples to be confused about Jesus' death and resurrection because they could not see 
into the future. We, on the other hand, have God's revealed Word, the Bible, to give us the full meaning of 
Jesus' death and resurrection. We have no excuse for our unbelief. 
9:11-13 When Jesus said that Elijah had indeed come, he was speaking of John the Baptist (Matthew 17:11-13), 
who had fulfilled the role prophesied for Elijah. 
9:12-13 It was difficult for the disciples to grasp the idea that their Messiah would have to suffer. The Jews who 
studied the Old Testament prophecies expected the Messiah to be a great king like David, who would overthrow 
the enemy, Rome. Their vision was limited to their own time and experience. 
They could not understand that the values of God's eternal kingdom were different from the values of the world. 
They wanted relief from their present problems. But deliverance from sin is far more important than deliverance 
from physical suffering or political oppression. Our understanding of and appreciation for Jesus must go beyond 
what he can do for us here and now. 
 
Study Questions: 
 1. How do people react when they watch fireworks? Why? 
 2. What happened to Jesus on the mountain? (9:3) 
 3. What did God say to the disciples? (9:7) 
 4. What did God want the disciples to do? (9:7) 
 5. How do you think you would have reacted if Jesus had chosen you to witness His transfiguration? 
 6. What is implied by God's command that we listen to Jesus? 



 7. What can you do over the next week to become more sensitive to God's voice (whether from His Word or 
His Spirit)? 

 
The Healing of a Boy With an Evil Spirit - Mark 9:14-32 Life Application Notes 
9:18 Why couldn't the disciples drive out the evil spirit? In Mark 6:13 we read that they drove out demons 
while on their mission to the villages. Perhaps they had special authority only for that trip, or perhaps their faith 
was faltering. Mark tells this story to show that the battle with Satan is a difficult, ongoing struggle. Victory 
over sin and temptation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not through our own efforts. 
9:23 Jesus' words do not mean that we can automatically obtain anything we want if we just think positively. 
Jesus meant that anything is possible if we believe, because nothing is too difficult for God. We cannot have 
everything we pray for as if by magic; but with faith, we can have everything we need to serve him. 
9:24 The attitude of trust and confidence that the Bible calls belief or faith (Hebrews 11:1, 6) is not something 
we can obtain without help. Faith is a gift from God (Ephes. 2:8-9). No matter how much faith we have, we 
never reach the point of being self-sufficient. Faith is not stored away like money in the bank. Growing in faith 
is a constant process of daily renewing our trust in Jesus. 
9:29 The disciples would often face difficult situations that could be resolved only through prayer. Prayer is the 
key that unlocks faith in our lives. Effective prayer needs both an attitude-complete dependence-and an action-
asking. Prayer demonstrates our reliance on God as we humbly invite him to fill us with faith and power. There 
is no substitute for prayer, especially in circumstances that seem impossible. 
9:30-31 At times, Jesus limited his public ministry in order to train his disciples in depth. He knew the 
importance of equipping them to carry on when he returned to heaven. It takes time to learn. Deep spiritual 
growth isn't instant, regardless of the quality of experience or teaching. If even the disciples needed to lay aside 
their work periodically in order to learn from the Master, how much more do we need to alternate working and 
learning. 
9:30-31 Leaving Caesarea Philippi, Jesus began his last tour through the region of Galilee. 
9:32 Why were the disciples afraid to ask Jesus about his prediction of his death? Perhaps it was because the 
last time they reacted to Jesus' sobering words they were scolded (Mark 8:32-33). In their minds, Jesus seemed 
morbidly preoccupied with death. Actually it was the disciples who were wrongly preoccupied-constantly 
thinking about the kingdom they hoped Jesus would bring and their positions in it. If Jesus died, the kingdom as 
they imagined it could not come. Consequently they preferred not to ask him about his predictions. 
 
Study Questions: 
 1. When was the last time you felt inadequate to do a job you had to do? 
 2. Why were the disciples unable to cast the demon out of the boy? (9:19) 
 3. How did Jesus feel at this point? (9:19) 
 4. How were prayer and faith related in this situation? (9:22-23) 
 5. In what areas of life do you think we fail to see success because we do not pray? 
 6. How can you become more dedicated to prayer? 
 7. About what in your life will you pray every day this week? When? 
 
Bible Memory Verses:  Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three 

shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  (He did not know what to say, they were 
so frightened.)  Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This 
is my Son, whom I love, Listen to Him!”  Mark 9:5-7 


